
French House Director (FHD), Fall 2012 and Spring 2013 

 
The French program in the Department of Modern Languages & Classics of The University of 
Alabama invites applications for direction of the on-campus French House (FH). A primary and 
alternate director are sought, with preference given to native speakers of French. Initial 
appointment is for Fall 2012, with the possibility of a renewable appointment in Spring 2013, 
based on performance and programmatic needs. In the event of two equally qualified candidates, 
the appointment may be shared. Residence in the FH is expected for the entire academic year. 

Duties  
Living with the FH students in the French House, located in Bryce Lawn apartments on campus, 
is required. All residents have a private bedroom and units have two bathrooms and a fully 
equipped kitchen. Some student enrollees are true beginners, having completed only one year of 
French language study. Others have more exposure to French. The FH is open to non-native and 
native speakers. Speaking French in a relaxed and pleasant environment is the goal, and the FHD 
oversees at least two hours per week of organized activity centered on speaking French with 
culturally appropriate activities: discussion of a film, game night, une soirée repas, etc. Regular 
communication with the faculty advisor is required. The FHD sets the schedule with students. 
FH students also submit "journal" pages in French (8 per semester), but the FHD collects, reads 
and comments without assigning a letter grade, because the goal is simply to get the French-
thinking juices flowing. The FHD keeps a record of attendance and participation by residents, 
communicating that to the faculty advisor at the end of the semester. Most student enrollees earn 
graded credit for living in the FH, up to 2 credits in each of the two semesters (FR 205 in the fall 
and FR 206 in the spring). Therefore it is imperative that the FHD seek quickly to resolve any 
issues that might jeopardize the student’s grade, with the help of the faculty advisor, if necessary. 
There are many opportunities throughout the year to become involved in other French-themed 
activities on campus through the Cercle français, the Table française, the Film series and the 
Soirée crêpes, all sponsored by the French program. You are asked to help coordinate and 
participate in these and other recruiting events throughout the year (for example, Get on Board 
Day, Alabama Federation of French Clubs Convention and the Majors Fair). 
 
Benefits  
Apart from the benefit of a true cultural exchange with a bright and motivated group of students, 
a $5,000 scholarship per semester for each of the two regular semesters of the AY is offered to 
the FHD. A small stipend is also available to the alternate FHD. Appointment is for one 
semester, and the position may be renewed in the spring, pending successful performance of 
FHD duties. The alternate FHD will replace the primary FHD in the event of changed plans, 
illness, or inability to perform duties for any other reason. 

Application process and deadline 
Applicants should submit a CV and address a letter of interest in French by April 12, 2012 to Dr. 
Jean Luc Robin (jlr@bama.ua.edu), faculty advisor for AY 2012-2013. In the letter, describe 
who you are and detail your qualifications and programming ideas. Indicate willingness to serve 
in one or both semesters of the AY 2012-2013 and state whether the alternate FHD would also 
be of interest. Phone or in-person interviews will take place on April 20, 2012. Appointments 
will be announced prior to the end of Spring semester. For more information about the FH, 
please refer to the FH web site: http://www.as.ua.edu/frenchhouse/ 

 


